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1. What happened when Ravi did a math problem on the board? 
The teacher told him that her class did math differently. 

2. What did Amma use to take away the curse from Ravi? 
She used red chilis and salt to take away the curse. 

3. Why did Ravi replace the blue M&M in Joe’s glass bowl? 
He wanted to make up for the way he treated other students when he was in India. 

4. What happened when Ravi stood up to do math at the board? 
He knocked all his school supplies off his desk.  He then hits his head on Joe’s head.   

5. What happened when Ravi’s class played ball? 
Dillon hit Ravi in the shoulder with the ball. 

6. Why was Ravi happy after Dillon left on Friday? 
He knew he would not be eating lunch alone.  He would be eating it with his friend Joe. 

7. Why couldn’t Joe handle noise? 
Joe has APD.  (Auditory Processing Disorder) – He can not bear loud noise.  It is too much to process at 
one time. 

8. Why couldn’t Joe stop laughing at Dillon in the cafeteria? 
Joe is trying to imagine Dillon as a harmless rodent.  He then realizes that he looks a lot like a chipmunk 
especially since he shoved all the cornbread in his mouth. 

9. Why didn’t Dillon want to eat the curry? 
He told Ravi that he did not want to smell like him. 

10. Why was Joe mad at his mother? 
She got a job as a lunch monitor in his school.  He was glad when she said she was going to quit the job. 

11. What did Amma bring in for Mrs. Beam? 
She brought homemade cookies.   

12. What was on the paper that Dillon put on Joe’s desk? 
Dillon had drawn a mean picture of Joe.   

13. What happened when Joe’s father said he was going to call the principal about Dillon? 
Joe told his parents how he feels about everything: Dillon, his APD, his mom working at the school, his 
dad not listening to him. 

14. Why did Joe’s dad write a letter to him? 
He wrote the letter to let Joe know that he is sorry for not understanding Joe.  He also tells Joe he is 
smart and funny and the best son ever. 

15. Why didn’t Joe go to school? 
His parents wanted to talk to him about what had happened at lunch the day before. They were going 
to have a family meeting. 

16. What happened when Ravi defined a word for Mrs. Beam? 
She told him that he needed to speak slower so she could understand.  She then told him that he was 
wrong.   

17. What did Amma do when she thought Ravi was ill? 
She put red ayurvedic oil on his shoulders and then made him put on a sweater and cap before going 
back to bed. 

18. Why was Ravi upset when Dillon had him taste the chili? 
The chili had meat in it and Ravi was a vegetarian and never ate meat. 

19. What did Ravi bring in to school for his project? 
He brought leeches. 
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20. Why did Ravi say the Perimma couldn’t come to school? 
He told her he was quitting school because of everything that had gone wrong. 

21. What did Ravi discover about the word assimilated? 
He thought he knew the definition of the word.  When he looked it up in the dictionary, he discovered 
there was another meaning for the word. 

22. What happened when Ravi told his story to his classmates for his project? 
Emily got sick when Ravi talked about the leeches getting onto his ancestors in the field when they 
picked tea. 

23. How did Joe’s father want him to deal with Dillon? 
He wanted him to man up and fight. 

24. How did Amma and Perimma help Ravi with his one assignment? 
They made a poster about Ravi and all that he did great. 

25. Why did Ravi think Dillon wanted to be his friend? 
He smiled and winked at him. 

26. Why wasn’t Ravi allowed to play ball in gym class? 
Coach Victorine would not allow him to play because he wasn’t wearing the proper glasses. 

27. What did Dillon take from Ravi? 
Dillon took his mechanical pencils.  Dillon also took the leeches and put them down his pants.  This 
became a problem since the lid was not on the bottle. 

28. Why was Joe angry with his mom? 
She was a lunch monitor.  She blew him a kiss in the cafeteria during lunch. 

29. What did Amma give Ravi for lunch on Friday? 
She made curd rice but decided to give him money instead for him to buy pizza.  This would let him be 
like everyone else.   

 


